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We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. 
We are perplexed, but not driven to despair.  

We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. 
We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed. 

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 NLT 
 
How are you doing? 
 
The impact of Covid-19 on lives, families, jobs, future plans, church life has been 
relentless – affecting us all deeply. The impact of the death of George Floyd in the USA 
– the latest in a long line of Black American men and women who have died in police-
related incidents – has focussed the world on racial justice and the need for change. 
There is a groundswell for a different, more just way to live together. All of this is 
impacting our everyday lives – our hearts, minds, and spirits – as we each try to 
understand, and grapple with our own responses.  
 
So, really, how are you doing?  
 
How this verse connects with each of us depends on our answer. Maybe, some of us do 
feel crushed and broken – distressed and exhausted in the light of everything that has 
been happening. Others of us may feel abandoned. Some of us just can’t get up again, 
it is simply too much today.  
 
Or, maybe there is new strength rising in our souls, a sense of God’s love compelling 
us to call out injustice and usher in real change – a sense that this season is history in 
the making. 
 
All of those responses are OK. Our situations, our fears, hurts, anger, pain and worries 
are all known to God. Here’s a thing: Jesus didn’t ask the disciples and those closest to 
him to tick any boxes, to attain a “gold standard”, he simply invited them to follow. 
 
So, however you’re doing today, Jesus loves you. Jesus says “follow me”. And that 
means you, and me – all of us – are never abandoned, even when the bruises seem too 
much. 
 



 
Welcome to the July edition of Lifewords Prayer. This month we are praying for justice 
and change. We have updates from India and Indonesia, and stories from chaplains who 
are using our resources. Please join us as we pray. 
 
28 June – 4 July 
Praying for justice 
“The LORD has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8 NIV  
 
As our world grapples with the issue of racial justice following the brutal killing of 
George Floyd in the USA, let us look to practice justice and mercy, and walk humbly in 
love. 
 
 Lord, bring comfort to those that mourn at this time; and justice for those that 

have suffered, for too long, the oppression, prejudice, and violence of racial 
intolerance and hate. Help us all to recognise and play our part in calling out, and 
dismantling, the structural systemic racism that so often pervades societies, 
organisations, and the very way we live together. Help us understand how to do 
the work – and to do it. 

 
 Help us to root out the insidious casual remarks, language, superiority and 

privilege that excludes others, particularly if we are white. Help us not only to 
lament and repent – but give us courage and strength to speak out, and to act in 
ways that simply do better. Help us listen in humility, learn in grace, and be willing 
to change in love. Jesus, help us to celebrate the diversity all around us, and to 
reach past difference. Show us how we can stand with, and empower the 
oppressed, fight for justice, and challenge hatred, ignorance and fear.  

 
 Pray for Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic people all over the world – and here in 

the UK – who are exhausted and distressed through enduring hate, oppression, 
and injustice over centuries. Right now, too many families are mourning because 
of the violence done to black and brown bodies.  

 
 Pray for families, communities, and governments. Pray for strong, compassionate, 

just leaders. Pray for the passion of young people to inspire change; and let's pray 
for each other – and our churches – to all be part of the solution, not the 
problem. Pray for rest. Pray for justice. Pray for change. 

  
 
5–11 July  
India update 
In June, India was experiencing thousands of new cases of coronavirus daily, with 
hospitals swamped in the worst-hit cities of Mumbai, New Delhi and Chennai. In the 
middle of last month, India recorded the fifth highest number of confirmed cases in 
the world, at 286,579. Serah Thomas, from Lifewords India, shares how we can pray: 
 
 “Underprivileged families have suffered greatly due to the lockdown. We have 

received many calls asking for help for essential items. Families had run out of 
food and essential needs a couple of days before they reached out to us, surviving 
only by drinking water. Lifewords, along with a few organisations and individuals 
came together, raised funds and provided monthly provisions for around 250 
families.” Praise God for the organisations who are reaching out to these families. 
Ask that God would provide them with the resources they need to keep 
supporting those who are struggling to survive. 



 
 “One of our partners shared a hundred copies of Finding Hope in Kannada, along 

with provision kits for two local Kannada churches in Bangalore. They were also 
able to send funds for basic necessities to 90 families in two villages in Orissa and 
Chattisgarh.” Praise God for Finding Hope – this booklet is providing a much-
needed perspective and source of hope for people all over the world. Pray that 
those who read it would be lifted up and know God’s peace and rest. 

 
 “Christian mission organisations and churches partnered together in the metro 

cities to help the migrant workers who were suddenly out of a job, with no means 
to live, and thrown out of their rented rooms or houses. With bus and train services 
suspended, no source of income, and looming fear of hunger, tens of thousands 
of migrant workers (including children, women, and pregnant women) were 
forced to walk to reach their native villages. Some travelled a few hundred 
kilometres, while others covered more than a thousand to go home. It was one of 
the most heartbreaking incidents our country has faced, with the authorities 
turning a blind eye to the issue. Many didn’t make it to their homes as they 
collapsed on the way with exhaustion and dehydration, hundreds of migrants died 
due to road and rail accidents, suicide, police brutality, and denial of timely 
medical care. Many children lost their parents.” Pray for these migrant workers, 
ask that they would be safe and cared for, and God would provide them with 
support and the means to live. 

 
 
12–18 July 
Literature ministry in a pandemic 
Bible agencies, charities, and organisations all over the world have been hit by the 
coronavirus pandemic. As with so many other industries and sectors, work has slowed 
or ceased as measures have been put in place to ensure safety and as resources have 
been scarce. Please pray for Lifewords literature ministry. 
 
 “In May, in several areas of the world, many operators started unfreezing postal 

systems, which allowed us to start sending resources to 13 countries,” says Jarek 
Jankowski from the Lifewords Global Bible Resource program. “Some key 
destinations are still frozen and not available, but, despite all the restrictions, we 
were able to send nearly 8,000 resources in 27 languages to 13 countries in April 
and May – 154 orders in total.” Pray that as we send out resources that God’s Word 
would get to the right people at the right time. Pray also for the Global Bible 
Resources team in Poland that they would have the energy, time and resources 
they need to deal with the backlog of orders.  
 

 In May, the team in Poland completed work on a new version and accompanying 
animation of Finding Hope. Different language versions are now being prepared 
for print. “This revision work – originally scheduled for the second part of the year 
– has been prioritised and sped up in response to the pandemic and the growing 
need for hope,” says Jarek. Alongside the new booklet is an animation, which is 
perfect for sharing via social media. Give thanks for the speedy revision of Finding 
Hope. Pray that the printing of various language versions would go to plan. Pray 
that the booklet and animation would help people discover a new perspective as 
they process and live with the ongoing pandemic.  
 

 We have Lifewords teams all over the world, each working with individuals, 
organisations, churches and partners, resourcing them with God’s Word. From 
Pavement Project to Choose Life, The Visible Story to our range of Bible booklets, 
people are making a change for life as they share good news. One supporter in 



Cornwall said: “Your excellent products are very helpful during Covid lockdown; 
people shielding at home appreciate receiving these as gifts from the church.” 
Please pray for our resources in the hands of the lost, lonely, grieving, vulnerable 
and oppressed. Pray that at this time of immense pain, confusion and chaos that 
God’s love would be made known. 

 
To view and share the Finding Hope animation, visit the Lifewords YouTube channel.  
 
 
19–25 July 
Reaching children in Indonesia  
In the midst of difficulties posed by the coronavirus pandemic, the Lifewords team 
in Indonesia continue to share God’s Word, especially with young people. Gunar 
Sahari shares some of what they’ve been doing: 
 

 “We are continuing our ministry among refugees from East Timor in Naibonat 
Kupang, where we have shared the flipcards and used The Visible Story to reach 
children. Many of these children were not going to school. So, we bought a 
motorcycle for our Pelita Dunia Seminary students who were working as 
volunteers in Kupang. The volunteers now pick up the children every morning and 
take them to school on the motorcycle.” Give thanks for the holistic approach to 
ministry from the Lifewords team in Indonesia, for the way they are able to meet 
people’s practical and spiritual needs. Pray for more innovation, enthusiasm, and 
insight as they serve these communities in need. 

 
 Part of the team’s work is to serve vulnerable children. During the pandemic they 

have been reaching children in Cibubur, an area in Jakarta. “Since the pandemic 
we have focused on serving children who live near our homes because the 
government did not allow us to travel to other districts,” says Gunar. “There are so 
many children who need God’s Word, and many of them are at risk. We have also 
visited a new place to reach children, and we will now go there to do ministry every 
week. Just in this location there are about 75 children from 1 to 7 years old.” Praise 
God for the ongoing commitment the team have to reach children, despite the 
difficulties posed by lockdown measures. Pray for safety for the team, that God 
would give them strength and protection. 

 
 “In Cileungsi, another area of Jakarta, there are about 100 children who came 

together to have fellowship and some games. We also have the opportunity to 
start a ministry in another area, where there are around 30 children who want to 
learn the Bible – we want to help all children to meet God though Lifewords 
material!” Pray for these children – often living in poverty and without access to 
education and healthcare – ask that they would come to know God as their saviour, 
provider and rescuer as they read the Bible.  

 
 
26 July – 1 August 
Chaplains on the frontline 
All over the world, working in different contexts, chaplains offer a listening ear and a 
different perspective to those they minister to. As we continue to live under a global 
pandemic, chaplains in the UK share how they are using Lifewords resources.  
 
 In Northern Ireland, Jennifer, is a parish nurse and chaplain: “I have been using the 

booklets, especially Inspiring Prayer, with those who are shielding and in hospital. 
Research suggests more and more people are praying, so this booklet helps 
people who are new to prayer. I also love the large print Daily Strength. One lady 



was overjoyed to receive it as she hasn't been able to see well enough to read her 
Bible. What a privilege it was to pop it in with her groceries I delivered.” Give 
thanks for chaplains like Jennifer, for the day-to-day contact they have with 
people who are vulnerable, lonely, or who need extra support.  
 

 Reg is a chaplain in the NHS: “The Finding Hope booklet has been the one I have 
used most,” he says. “It is such an attractive booklet, with simple, biblical 
messages, and thoughts which are an antidote to the hopelessness, anxiety and 
helplessness in the media. Every person who has received one of these from me 
has clutched it and said that they need hope – and it has given a chance to talk 
about what and who we put our trust in. Who knows what the long-term fruit of 
these conversations and Scriptures will be.” Give thanks for the hope we have in 
God. Pray for Reg and other chaplains, that God would strengthen them, and give 
them the right words to speak to those in need.  

 
 Anne, another hospital chaplain, ordered copies of Why Me? and Inspiring 

Prayer. “These are being used widely in Covid wards,” she says. “Chaplains are not 
having their normal access, so it is important that Christian (and other) materials 
are available on wards to be shared with those who want to receive. Such an 
approach will never replace the role of the chaplain, but certainly staff and 
patients are very appreciative of the various items in the chaplaincy boxes.” Give 
thanks for the way God’s Word is a companion and solace in times of trouble. Pray 
that those who receive a Lifewords booklet would find hope, peace, and comfort 
in the words they read.  

 

 
Thank you for praying with us! Your partnership in prayer is vital to all that we do as 
we share the Bible’s life words around the world.  
 
In the midst of the coronavirus crisis our resources are still available, our stock is good 
and our distribution still operational. Please bear with us, as naturally there may be 
some element of delay as postal services are impacted, but in so far as we can every 
order is still being processed.  
 
We encourage you to visit our website and social media, where you will find up-to-date 
information on our resources. In coming weeks, we will be looking to add to online 
ways of serving, encouraging and equipping you during this season. We want to 
provide you with Bible resources that will help you, help your friends and neighbours 
and community, and help your church to navigate these uncharted waters.  
 
You can also make a donation to our work online at www.lifewords.global, by post, or 
by calling 020 7730 2155. 
 

http://www.lifewords.global/

